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man in England " was really a useful result of their mutual
confidence, and Fox was making every effort to persuade
Grattan to agree some day to accept office, a proposal
Grattan so far accepted as to say he would, under some
circumstances, be willing to " take any part in the Adminis-
tration provided it was not emolumentary."
Fox himself would have preferred to make an arrange-
ment giving Ireland legislative independence for internal
affairs, and reserving to England a control of foreign matters.
His private letters to Fitzpatrick make this clear. " I own I
still adhere to my opinion, that giving way in everything,
without any treaty or agreement which shall be binding
upon both countries, can answer no end but that of obtain-
ing quiet for a few months. You know how strongly some
people here object to a Parliamentary Commission, and yet
I see no other tolerable way out of the business. We who
are for it should have been very much strengthened, if we
had had the Duke of Portland's opinion for such a measure,
and if it is not his opinion, we should have been glad to
relinquish it and to adopt his ideas, if we knew them. As
the matter now stands, I am very apprehensive of mis-
understandings. The answer to the Address ought neither
to please or displease any, otherwise than as the laying of
the addresses before the English Parliament certainly seems
to look to the repeal of English statutes. But when they
are laid, you will probably expect us to take some step
upon them ; whereas we think, we ought to wait till some-
thing is done with you, or at least till we hear from you.
My opinion is clear for giving them all that they ask, but
for giving it them so as to secure us from further demands,
and at the same time to have some clear understanding with
respect to what we are to expect from Ireland, in return for
the protection and assistance which she receives from those
fleets which cost us such enormous sums, and her nothing."l
"I really begin to have hopes that this business will
terminate better than I had expected; and that with a
1 Correspondence^ vol. i. pp. 411, 412.